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In addition to the mandatory tests, many districts participate in testing 
programs, such as the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
that compare the students at certain grade levels in the district to those in 
other schools around the country. International comparisons are made 
through the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Figure 1.1 
illustrates the large number of tests that can be administered to different 
students at various grade levels throughout the academic year.

ATTITUDES TOWARD TESTING
As the pressure for more testing has increased in recent years, attitudes toward
testing have become polarized and public. At some point, every segment has 
spoken out for or against the push for greater teacher, student, and policy-maker 
accountability. Several studies and numerous articles in the news media have 
highlighted these opinions and attitudes.

Teacher Attitudes

FIGURE 1.2 This chart shows the attitudes of K–12 teachers when asked if standardized testing has a 
positive effect on education . They responded on a five-point Likert scale where 1 = Strongly Disagree and 
5 = Strongly Agree . Source: Schuette et al . (2010) .
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Teacher Responses as to Whether Standardized 
Testing Has a Positive Effect on Instruction 

Teacher attitudes toward testing vary among the grade levels and type of 
instruction (e.g., regular classroom, special education, or gifted). But many 
teachers generally feel that high-stakes testing has a negative effect on 
instruction. As an example, one study of nearly two hundred K–12 teachers in 
public and independent schools showed halfhearted support for standard-
ized tests (Schuette, Wighting, Spaulding, Ponton & Betts 2010). One of the 
questions they were asked is whether standardized testing has a positive effect 
on instruction. They responded on a five-point Likert scale where 1 was 
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