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understandings about social skills, relationships, and appropriate interac-
tions with their peers. By learning how to properly use and receive peer 
feedback, the students are also learning how to phrase constructive criticism 
so it is helpful and not hurtful, how to acknowledge misunderstandings with-
out reproach, how to be better at recognizing and handling errors, and how 
to accept responsibility for their errors rather than attributing them to other 
people or conditions.  

Checklist for Designing Formative Assessments  

We have discussed a number of components that teachers should consider 
regarding formative assessments. The checklist in Figure 3.8 may be helpful 
to teachers as they design and administer these types of assessments. Of 
course, not all formative assessments need to have every component present. 
However, teachers should at least consider each component and make a con-
scious decision whether to include it.

FIGURE 3.8 Checklist to help design formative assessment .

For my formative assessments, have I considered . . . Check here

Is the assessment brain friendly?

Will the assessment check for deep understanding of the learning objective?

Does the assessment encourage higher-order thinking? 

Am I allowing enough time for most students to complete the assessment?

Have I told the students that I will not grade the assessment?

Is this assessment appropriate for a peer-assessment activity?

Is this assessment more appropriate for classwork or a homework assignment?

Have I decided what type of feedback to use for this assessment?

Do I have differentiated versions of the assessment?

Now that we have looked at brain-friendly ways to use preassessments and 
formative assessments, we turn our attention to devising summative assess-
ments in the next chapter. 
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