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• 3-2-1 exit cards. With this exit card, the students respond to a series of
questions requiring three answers, then two, and finally one. For
example, a common 3-2-1 exit card asks the students to complete the
following: “Three things I learned today are . . . ; two things I found
interesting are . . . ; and one question I still have is . . .” Modify the
card to suit the learning situation. It possesses all the brain-friendly
qualities as the exit card described above.

• Admit cards. These are exactly like exit cards but are distributed prior
to the beginning of the lesson. The teacher asks the students to reflect
on what they learned during the previous day’s lesson and/or from
their homework. Here again, we have a brain-friendly device because
it asks students to recall what they learned from the previous day.
Their responses will tell the teacher what learnings the brain likely
encoded into long-term memory—important information, indeed.
This activity should also take just a few minutes to complete. However,
the teacher may want to review a sampling of responses in class to
determine what the students remember from the previous day’s lesson
and/or homework.

• Graphic organizers. These are visual models that students complete
on a topic or question the teacher poses. Examples are Venn dia-
grams, What I know (K)–What I want to know (W)–What I learned
(L) (known as KWL) charts, mind maps, brainstorming webs, chain-
of-events charts, and show-my-thinking charts (see Figure 3.3). All of
these organizers are brain friendly because they incorporate the
power of visual learning. They help students visualize relationships
between and among content and concepts, and reflect on their own
understandings and thinking processes.

FIGURE 3.3 Examples of graphic organizers, from left to right: Venn diagram, KWL chart, mind map, and 
chain-of-events chart .
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