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Examining Reasoning 

After reading pages 5–14, which preview the rest of the guide, process your understanding. Further discuss any 

areas of confusion or interest with your book study group. 

The Effective Implementation of Examining Reasoning    
As you read through the list of teacher actions or behaviors on page 7, three terms are repeated. In the boxes 

below, record your understanding of each. 

        Directly Instructing                                               Modeling                Facilitating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring for the Desired Result 
The text lists eight examples of evidence demonstrating that students are able to examine reasoning. List each of 

the examples of evidence in the appropriate box below. 

Examples I Have Used as Evidence Examples That Are New to Me 
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Examining Reasoning 

After reading pages 5–11, which preview the rest of the guide, process your understanding. Further discuss any 

areas of confusion or interest with your book study group. 

Scaffolding and Extending Instruction to Meet Students’ Needs 
There are three categories of support you can provide for students who need scaffolding. Choose one of the three 

and explain why you believe it could serve as a useful scaffold. 
 

What category of support did you choose? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you believe it could serve as a useful scaffold? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Instructional Techniques to Help Students Examine Reasoning 
This guide is presented in two parts, each presenting three techniques to help students examine reasoning. Each of 

the techniques is similarly organized. From each of the two parts of the book, choose one technique in which you 

are most interested, and share what you hope to learn or improve from it. 

Part I 

Which technique did you choose? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you hope to learn or improve? Discuss your answer with your book study group. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part II 

Which technique did you choose? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you hope to learn or improve? Discuss your answer with your book study group. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Using Logic to Examine a Response 

How to Effectively Implement Using Logic to Examine a Response 
Directly teach the basic vocabulary of logic. For each of the four types of errors in logic, choose one error and 

describe an example of it, other than what is described in the text.  

         Errors of Faulty Logic                   Errors of Attack                 Errors of Weak Reference       Errors of Misinformation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Determining If Students Can Use Logic to Examine Reasoning 
List the three examples of monitoring provided in the text. Record your understanding by describing each example 

in your own words. 
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Using Logic to Examine a Response 

After reading pages 17–27, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the standard above, choose any words that are vocabulary of logic. In the space provided below, list these 

words with student-friendly definitions. 

 

 

 

 

Based on the standard you have chosen, which of the four types of errors in logic might you anticipate while 

planning your lesson? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Review the table on page 19 of the text for the type of error that you listed above. Choose one specific error from 

that table, and explain how you might directly teach and model that error. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Once you have discussed common errors and taught the content of the standard, how will you determine if 

students can use logic to examine reasoning? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What adaptations will you make in order to scaffold and extend for those students who need it? 

Scaffolding 
 
 
 

Extending 
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Examining Errors and the Accuracy of a Response 

How to Effectively Implement Examining Errors and the Accuracy of a Response 
The text lists several guidelines for designing instruction that can help students avoid jumping to conclusions. In 

your own words, record your understanding of each of the guidelines below. 

Teach the Term: Jumping 
to Conclusions 

 
 
 
 

Top Ten Reasons Why 
Students Make Errors in 

Reasoning 

 
 
 
 

Use Authentic Examples 
With Students 

 
 
 
 

Require Students  
to Provide Justification 

 
 
 
 

Anticipate Student Errors 
and Model Them in the 
Presentation of Content 

 
 
 
 

 

Determining if Students Can Examine Reasoning by Identifying Errors  

and Accuracy 
In the graphic organizer below, detail the two-step process that ensures accountability when determining if 

students can examine reasoning by identifying errors and accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Review the three suggestions for monitoring. Of the three, which one are you likely to implement in your 

classroom, and why? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Examining Errors and the Accuracy of a Response 

After reading pages 29–37, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below. You may choose to continue to work with the same standard as in the 

last section or select a new standard.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on the standard you have chosen, plan for one of the guidelines from the text. Use the space below to 

explain how you will implement your chosen guideline to help with student understanding of the standard. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the graphic below, plan your process for determining if students can examine reasoning by identifying errors 

and accuracy. 

              What will your students do?                                                                                     What will you do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe one way in which you could adjust your 
instruction when individuals or small groups of 
students do not seem to grasp or remember the 
critical content. 

Describe one way in which you could adjust your 
instruction in order to extend this particular 
instructional technique. 
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Examining the Efficiencies of Multiple Methods of 

Problem Solving 

How to Examine Efficiencies of Multiple Ways to Solve a Problem 
After reading about the two methods for teaching students how to examine the efficiencies of various problem-

solving techniques, list the steps for each method in your own words. 

Directly Teach One Method/Approach to Students 
 
 
1. __________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________ 
 

2. __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

3. __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

4. __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

5. __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

6. __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 

7. __________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 

Use a Compare/Contrast Approach to Introduce 
Different Methods of Solving the Same Problem 
 
1. _________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 

3. _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 

5. _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 

 

Determining If Students Can Examine the Efficiencies of Multiple Methods of 

Problem Solving 
The text offers four examples of intentional monitoring. Of those four, which one(s) would you most likely choose, 

and why? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Examining the Efficiencies of Multiple Methods  

of Problem Solving 

After reading pages 39–47, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below. You may choose to continue to work with the same standard as in the 

last section or select a new standard.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Choose one of the two methods for teaching students how to examine the efficiencies of various problem-solving 

techniques. Using the standard above, plan for each step of the method you have chosen. 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

  

  

   

Once you have planned for your method of teaching students how to examine the efficiencies of various problem-

solving techniques, choose one way that you will monitor for your desired result. Using the examples from the 

text, devise a plan to monitor that is specific to the lesson you have planned. Record your plan on the lines below. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe one way in which you could adjust your 
instruction when individuals or small groups of 
students do not seem to grasp or remember the 
critical content. 

Describe one way in which you could adjust your 
instruction in order to extend this particular 
instructional technique. 
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Producing and Defending Claims Related to Content 

How to Effectively Implement Producing and Defending Claims From Content 
What are the steps in a lesson for processing content? 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the graphic organizer below to represent the ways to provide assistance to students as they produce and 

defend claims based on what they earlier read in content text. In the top box, state the assistance. In the bottom 

box, describe the assistance in your own words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Determining If Students Can Produce and Defend a Claim From Content 
Provide three examples of monitoring techniques that apply to producing and defending claims. 

1.  
 
 

2.  
 
 

3.  
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Producing and Defending Claims Related to Content 

After reading pages 51–63, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below. You may choose to continue to work with the same standard as in the 

last section or select a new standard.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the standard you have chosen, plan a lesson following the steps in Table 4.2 on page 54 of the text. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the examples from the text and the standard you have chosen, describe how you will determine if students 

can produce and defend a claim from content.  

What will the students do? What will the teacher do? 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Using the examples from the text and the standard you have chosen, describe one way in which you might scaffold 

and one way in which you might extend the lesson.  

Scaffold Extend 
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Identifying and Analyzing Claims in an Author’s Work 

How to Effectively Implement Identifying and Analyzing Claims in an  

Author’s Work 
List the three steps of identifying and analyzing claims in an author’s work. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Share one way you could use the organizer (Table 5.2, page 66) in a lesson. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Determining If Students Can Identify and Analyze Claims in an Author’s Work 
After reading the suggestions for monitoring your students, answer the following questions. 

Which of the monitoring techniques discussed have you used in your classroom? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Which of the monitoring techniques will you most likely put into place having read the suggestions? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Identifying and Analyzing Claims in an Author’s Work 

After reading pages 65–74, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below. You may choose to continue to work with the same standard as in the 

last section or select a new standard.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Choose a text that you would use with this standard. Use the table below to complete up to three rows from Table 

5.2 for use as either a template for students or modeling your own thinking. 

What to do Question Write your answers to the question 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Based on the standard you have chosen, as well as the items in the template above, record one monitoring 

technique you would use and specifically how you would use it. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the examples from the text, the standard you have chosen, and the lesson you have planned above, describe 

one way in which you might scaffold and one way in which you might extend the lesson.  

Scaffold Extend 
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Judging Reasoning and Evidence in an Author’s Work 

How to Effectively Implement Judging Reasoning and Evidence in an  

Author’s Work 
In your own words, list the lesson steps for judging reasoning and evidence in an author’s work. 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Determining If Students Can Evaluate the Reasoning and Evidence in an  

Author’s Work 
Complete the graphic organizer below by summarizing each of the monitoring techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring 

Techniques for 

Determining if 

Students Can 

Evaluate Reasoning 

and Evidence of an  

Author’s Work 
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Judging Reasoning and Evidence in an Author’s Work 

After reading pages 75–84, choose one standard from your subject area and/or grade level with which to work. 

Record that standard on the lines below. You may choose to continue to work with the same standard as in the 

last section or select a new standard.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on the standard you have chosen, describe how you would implement each of the lesson steps for judging 

reasoning and evidence in an author’s work. 

1.  
 
 
 
 

2.  
 
 
 
 

3.  
 
 
 
 

4.  
 
 
 
 

5.  
 
 
 
 

 

Describe one specific monitoring technique you would use, as well as one scaffolding technique and one extending 

technique. 

Monitoring Technique 

 

 

 Scaffold                                                                                                    Extend 
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Examining Reasoning 
Key Terms for Implementation of Instructional Techniques 

Use the space below to record key terms that are essential for the implementation of each instructional technique. 

Instructional Technique 1: Using Logic to Examine a Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Technique 2: Examining Errors and the Accuracy of a Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Technique 3: Examining the Efficiencies of Multiple Methods of Problem Solving 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Technique 4: Producing and Defending Claims Related to Content 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Technique 5: Identifying and Analyzing Claims in an Author’s Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Technique 6: Judging Reasoning and Evidence in an Author’s Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional reflection questions, refer to page 86 in the text. 


