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literal meaning. Help them visualize (e.g., sketch) if text content stimulates that 
response; act out information when that fits the situation. Such activities reinforce 
initial understanding of a passage, a critical first step before ELLs integrate their per-
sonal experiences and background knowledge. The modeling, guided practice, and 
independent practice sequence is especially important when working with ELLs; a 
higher level of support in the first two steps makes it more likely that ELLs will be 
successful when independent. 

Think-pair-share is a safe and motivating way to address shyness with sharing 
ideas orally. First, give students a minute to think. Then, ask them to explain their 
thoughts to a thinking partner. Finally, ask selected pairs to share what they talked 
about. This ensures that all students have a chance to talk even though they are 
conversing in a less public context. Taking risks becomes much safer. As students 
are comfortable and confident, they volunteer to share what the pair has discussed. 

As ELLs progress with the inferring process, address the difference between thick 
and thin questions or petitions, and point out specific words (e.g., why, explain, 
describe) that elicit elaborated answers or responses. Using brief quotes from a novel, 
historical text, or scientific article, model how you would construct thick questions 
or petitions that stimulate inference making. A collection of quotes from promi-
nent past and present personalities is another great source because they are often 
short but packed with possibilities for inferences. Try using one quote a day as the 
opening activity and relate the quote to the day’s learning goal. It serves to generate 
thinking and get everyone engaged. Figure 3.5 is a daily sheet used to address devel-
oping inferences based on a quote. (You can find other meaningful quotes at www 
.brainyquote.com.)

Name                                Date  

Quote of the Day: “Man is the only animal that blushes—or needs to .” —Mark Twain, Following the 
Equator (1897), US humorist, novelist, short story author, and wit (1835−1910)

What does this quote mean to you, and does it connect to any experiences you have had? Explain:  

Figure 3.5: Daily quote sheet.



T H E  F I V E S  S T R A T E G Y  F O R  R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N

What facts and/or vocabulary helped you to make this inference? Explain: 

Below, summarize in no more than two sentences how it connects to what we have been reading/
studying . 

Name                                Date  

Quote of the Day:  

What does this quote mean to you, and does it connect to any experiences you have had? Explain:

What facts and/or vocabulary helped you to make this inference? Explain:  

Summarize in no more than two sentences how it connects to what we have been reading/
studying below . 

Visit www.learningsciences.com/bookresources to download a reproducible version of this figure.


