
75V Is for Vocabulary

Explicit vocabulary instruction can take place before, during, or after reading a 
passage or text (Roe & Smith, 2012). Before reading, the teacher selects new and/
or difficult words for which context clues are weak, making it difficult for students 
to grasp meaning from the words around the unknown word. Frontloading word 
meanings (i.e., teaching them before students read) builds background knowledge 
and facilitates word recognition; students anticipate meeting these words as they read 
(Hoyt, 2002). During reading, words that appear to have unexpectedly confused 
readers are explained; pretaught words are discussed as they appear in the text. After 
reading, new, difficult, or tricky words can be reviewed to solidify understanding. 

The teacher might ask students to identify three to four words that appear to 
be especially important for understanding the message, words that would likely be 
found in another text on the topic. These are listed and discussed; students might 
select from the list for their V prompt in FIVES (Hoyt, 2002). 

Small-group work is also beneficial, especially when it provides opportunity for 
conversations about words. Students could review words in small groups or with 
partners. Working in teams of two or three, students are given clues for words 
studied 

Identifying Words From Clues

Team      Date  

Members  

Definition: ingredient that causes your body to grow and develop

Syllables: 3

First letter: n

Last letter: t

The word is                      .

Definition: the process by which food is broken down in the body

Syllables: 3

First letter: d

Last letter: n

The word is                      .

continued  Figure 4.3: Identifying words from clues.



T H E  F I V E S  S T R A T E G Y  F O R  R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N

Definition: a complex protein substance in cells that speeds up chemical reactions

Syllables: 2

First letter: e

Last letter: s

The word is                      .

Definition: sugars and starches are in this category of compounds composed of carbon, 
hydrogen, and oxygen . 

Syllables: 4

First letter: c

Last letter: s

The word is                      .

Answers: nutrients, digestion, enzymes, carbohydrates

Visit www.learningsciences.com/bookresources to download a reproducible version of this figure.

Another activity, list-group-label (Lenski, Wham, & Johns, 1999; Taba, 1967) 
involves brainstorming all words related to a topic before reading as well as adding
to that list while reading a text. The teacher and students brainstorm words related
to the topic or students do that in small groups. Students discuss the words, analyze 
them for commonalities, organize the words into groups, and label each as a category. 
As they read, students make note of additional notable words for listing. After read-
ing, the groups discuss everyone’s found words, decide where they fit in the display, 
and add new categories if needed. Groups share and explain their categorization to
the class. See figure 4.4. 

Topic: Native Americans

With your group members, brainstorm a list of words that come to mind when you think of this topic . 

tepee brave arrow tomahawk longhouse squaw

wigwam beads chief shaman medicine man scalp 

maize corn hunt buffalo nations tribe feathers

peace pipe treaty papoose council wampum


