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task, allow about two minutes for the process observer to share the data with 
the group, and have the group reach conclusions about how well they practiced 
the given social skill.

Social Skills Checklist (Individual)

Place a tally mark under the social skill(s) each student practices during the cooperative 
learning activity.
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Figure 12.2: Individual social skills checklist.
Visit www.learningsciences.com/bookresources for a reproducible version of this figure.

The teacher can also collect this data by using the social skills checklist 
(group), figure 12.3. The difference is that, rather than listing individual stu-
dent names, the teacher lists group numbers down the left-hand side and the 
appropriate social skill across the top. Each time a student in the group exhib-
its one of the social skills, the teacher places a tally mark next to the group’s 
number. Allow two minutes at the end of the cooperative learning task to give 
feedback to the class, indicating which groups were most successful at prac-
ticing the desired social skills. Do you know when you will have successfully 
improved the abilities of your students to work together? It will be the time 
when you see them using the social skills that you have taught them when 
there is no one observing to see whether they are doing so.
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