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internalize what it means to “solve a problem.” This can happen only if they use the 
same rubrics over and over again.

It is also worth pointing out that students who use this problem-solving rubric 
will end up with more complete, more descriptive explanations of their own work. 
The NAEP task-specific scoring rubric, which the students themselves never see, 
requires students to “explain” only by showing their mathematical calculations. The 
Algebra POW Rubric encourages students to use two different strategies to extend 
reasoning and reflect on their solution. Students using this rubric would be striving 
for more extended and elaborated responses, demonstrating and strengthening their 
problem-solving and communication skills. Or, in more colloquial terms, “You get 
what you ask for.”

Elementary Music
Elementary music students at the Nanyang Primary School in Singapore learn 

about simple rhythms. The intended learning outcome is that students understand 
rhythm as the pattern of sounds and silences in music and as one of the elements of 
music. One of their assessments is a performance assessment. The task is to create 
an original composition, using only rhythm (no melody). There are two criteria, as 
described in the following rubric: Structure and Creativity. Both of these are well 
defined. Structure in this context means the consistency and organization of musi-
cal ideas—in this case, rhythm patterns—throughout the composition. Creativity 
means the variety and originality of the rhythms. For example, a composition that 
consists of just beating on every beat (1, 2, 3, 4, over and over again) would not be 
as varied and original as a composition that includes both sounds and silences in a 
pleasing pattern but does not remind listeners of the rhythm patterns of other songs 
the students would know.

EXAMPLE: RUBRIC FOR A PERCUSSION COMPOSITION

Beginning Developing Growing Blossoming

Structure Musical ideas 
sound incomplete. 
No clear 
organization of 
musical ideas.

Musical ideas 
are complete in 
some parts of the 
composition. Has 
some organization 
of musical ideas.

Musical ideas 
are complete in 
most parts of the 
composition. Has 
clear organization 
of musical ideas.

Musical ideas are 
complete throughout 
the composition. 
Has a coherent and 
organized form with 
a clear beginning, 
middle, and end.

Creativity No exploration 
and variation of 
musical element.

Explores and 
varies one musical 
element.

Explores and 
varies at least two 
musical elements.

Explores and 
varies at least two 
musical elements. 
Musical ideas are 
original, unusual, or 
imaginative.

Source: Nanyang Primary School, Singapore. Used with permission. 
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