
Chapter 1 | Introduction 3

Go to www.learningsciences.com/bookresources to download figures and tables.

Because high-stakes testing is a one-time event, teachers feel the pressure. 
An agitated eighth-grade teacher recently remarked, “If my principal reminds 
me one more time about the importance of the upcoming state-mandated 
tests, I’ll scream!” Such irritation is understandable and widespread. Teachers 
feel marginalized and profoundly demoralized by this growing movement to 
publicize their schools’ test scores. There is now a backlash developing in school
districts. For the past several years, teachers, administrators, and parents have 
been protesting that standardized tests are unreliable because, among other 
things, they try to measure in a few hours what a student was supposed to learn 
over a six- to eight-month period or in several years. 

Many standardized tests are administered to students, but high-stakes 
achievement tests, given by all states except Nebraska, are the most controver-
sial because their scores can result in serious consequences. With low scores, 
an elementary student may not advance to the next grade, or a high school 
student may be denied a diploma. There can also be punitive actions against 
a poor-performing school and its staff, with little due process. In some states, 
these schools are shut down or turned over to private management. Further, 
the results may determine the extent of federal and local funding, and which 
teachers keep their jobs and how much they are paid. To add to the testing 
pressure, many districts also administer their own midyear and final exam-
inations in the middle school and high school curriculum areas.

FIGURE 1.1 The diagram shows the large number of tests that can be administered to students in US 
schools . Most of these are standardized tests .
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