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which the brain can process learning. During the last century, cognitive psy-
chologists have developed a number of models to illustrate how the brain 
processes learning. Many of them have common features and overlapping 
descriptions. I still maintain that the classic model developed by Benjamin 
Bloom, and revised to reflect current research, is a simple, user-friendly rep-
resentation of human thought processes. 

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy

Bloom’s original model from the 1950s consisted of six levels of complexity 
of cognition. From least to most complex, they were knowledge, comprehen-
sion, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation (Bloom, Engelhart, 
Furst, Hill & Krathwohl, 1956). From 1995 through 2000, a group of educa-
tors worked to revise the original taxonomy based on more recent
understandings about cerebral processing. The group published the results 
of their work in 2001, and the basic revision is shown in Figure 2.8, along with 
some terms that describe the kind of processing that occurs at each level 
(Anderson et al., 2001). Note that the levels are in a dotted outline, suggesting 
that an individual may move among the levels during extensive processing. 
For example, suppose you ask students to consider the question, “Specifically, 
why do you think capital punishment does or does not deter crime?” To 
answer this, they would need to access the Remember and Understand levels 
to get the definition of capital punishment and comprehend its 
meaning. 

FIGURE 2.8 Bloom’s revised taxonomy places creativity at the top . Next to each level are some terms that 
describe the type of processing occurring at that level . The dotted outline suggests that an individual may 
move among the levels during extensive processing . Source: Anderson et al . (2001) .
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