
Lakewood Elementary School Demographics
Number of students: 405
Number of core teachers: 33
Percent free and reduced meals: 100%
Percent homeless or in foster care: 15%
Percent special education: 15%

Percent Black: 95%
Percent White: 3%
Percent Hispanic: 1%
Percent two or more races: 1%

Lakewood Elementary School:

Turning Around the Lowest Performing
Traditional Public School in Florida

Lakewood Elementary School in Pinellas County, Florida, was 
outranked by 2,792 other traditional public schools. In a 2015 
Tampa Bay Times Pulitzer-prize-winning series, Lakewood was 
deemed a “failure factory”.

If the district could not get Lakewood to a “C” grade in two 
school years, they could have been forced to close the school. 
Despite this, Pinellas County Schools didn’t give up. In fact, 
they were proactive. They sought out LSI to begin preparations 
to externally operate the school.

Severe behavioral incidents fall by nearly 
72 percent from the previous year

The total number of severe behavioral incidents in the 2018-19 
school year dropped by nearly 72 percent from the previous 
year. During the Spring semester alone, referrals decreased by 
as much as 80 percent compared to the previous year.

Improved Social and Emotional Learning 
Leads to Academic Gains

In addition to the turnaround in student behavior, students 
made gains academically. On the Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA), Lakewood students made impressive gains. 
ELA learning gains increased by 6 percent and mathematics 
learning gains increased by 7 percent. Additionally, 
mathematics learning gains of the lowest 25% increased by 26 
percent and science proficiency increased by 15 percent.

Prior to working with LSI, Lakewood had been the lowest 
performing traditional public school in the state with a low “F” 
and a history of being a “D” or “F” school since 2013.

After a year of intensive work, Lakewood gained a hard-
earned 7 percentage points out of the total possible points 
for their letter grade percentage and were 2 points shy from 
increasing their letter grade to a “D.” LSI Leadership Coach 
James Mills, believes the Lakewood staff has “the opportunity 
over time to build Lakewood into a true model school that the 
rest of the nation can look to.”

Read the full report: learningsciences.com/fl-improves
Or call: 1-800-979-3316
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Student behavior referrals at Lakewood Elementary School compared month-by-
month for the 2017-18 school year and the 2018-19 school year. In Spring 2019, 
referrals decreased by as much as 80 percent compared to the previous year.
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Lakewood gained seven percentage points in a single year.

Before LSI After LSI

District School Grade
2018

Grade
2019 Change

Pinellas Lakewood Elementary F
(23%)

F
(30%) +7%


